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SUBJECT: GDR CRITICISMS OF US VIETNAM VETO IN UN 

1. SHARP CRITICISM OF THE US VETO OF UN MEMBERSHIP FOR 
SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM HAS APPEARED AUGUST 12 AND 13 
IN THE GDR PRESS. A SHORT PAGE ONE REPORT IN AUGUST 12 
NEUES DEUTSCHLAND LABELED THE US ACTION A "MISUSE" 

OF ITS SECURITY COUNCIL VETO RIGHT, WHILE A SECOND 
ARTICLE IN THE SAME EDITION QUOTED HEAD OF GDR UN 
DELEGATION BERNARD NEUGEBAUER AS SAYING US ATTEMPTS 
TO LINK NORTH-SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND SOUTH KOREAN UN 
MEMBERSHIP WERE "ABSURD." 

2. IN A SIGNED EDITORIAL TITLED "VETO AGAINST DETENTE" 

IN AUGUST 13 ND, AUTHOR ACCUSED US OF TAKING A 
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WASHINGTON'S POSITION WOULD FIND NO UNDERSTANDING AMONG 
OTHER NATIONS. CHARACTERIZING THE VETO AS A US ATTEMPT 
TO BLOCK NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE UN MEMBERSHIP AND 
LEGITIMIZE A REGIME INIMICAL TO DETENTE, THE AUTHOR 
CONCLUDED THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
"STANDS ON THE SIDE OF THE BRAVE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND 
WILL NOT LET ITSELF BE CONVINCED THROUGH GUNS, TRICKS 
AND BLACKMAIL ATTEMPTS TO SUPPORT A REGIME THAT OWES ITS 
EXISTENCE ONLY TO AMERICAN BAYONETS AND SUBSIDIES AND IS 
A FACTOR FOR TENSION IN ASIA." 

3. COMMENT: THESE ARTICLES REPRESENT THE STRONGEST 
CRITICISM OF US POLICY TO APPEAR IN THE GDR PRESS SINCE 
THE VIETNAM BABY LIFT LAST SPRING. OF COURSE, VIETNAM 
HAS LONG BEEN A STIMULUS FOR SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGNS AND 
ATTACKS ON US POLICY IN THE GDR. HOWEVER, THE FACT THAT 
THE GDR WAS QUICK TO INTERPRET THE US VETO AS A BLOW 
AGAINST DETENTE IN GENERAL THIS SOON AFTER CSCE IS 
PERHAPS SIGNIFICANT, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF RECENT GDR 
STATEMENTS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE GDR WILL COMPLY 
WITH BASKET III ONLY TO EXTENT THAT DETENTE MOVES 
FORWARD.GROVE 
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